A model for today
and tomorrow

Extended producer responsibility (EPR)
is a simpler, more effective, and more
sustainable system for curbside recycling
in Québec.

What is EPR?

It means that:

Extended producer —  Producers develop, implement, and fully
responsibility is a model finance the system.

that has been tried and

tested for several

decades, and which —  They can now impact the performance of the curbside
has demonstrated its recycling system by optimizing their packaging through the
effectiveness on an adoption of best ecodesign and recyclability practices,

e.g., to reduce overpackaging or to use materials that are

international scale, compatible with the curbside recycling system.

particularly in Europe,

by optimizing the management

of collected materials and _ o _ _ _

recycling. —  Financial incentives (bonuses) reward ecodesign, while
penalties (malus) apply to problematic materials (such as
PVC or non-recyclable compostable plastics).
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A structural shift for
recycling in Quebec

In Québec, the implementation of
EPR in January 2025 has led to the
following changes to curbside
recycling:

—  Centralized management by
Eco Entreprises Québec, the
producer responsibility organization

Consistent practices across regions

—>  Accountability and performance
monitoring

Eco Entreprises Québec’s
roles and responsibilities

Like an orchestra conductor, we plan,
supervise, and optimize all operations
related to curbside recycling.

We are the project manager who:

» Fully funds the curbside collection
service for containers, packaging, and
printed paper;

» Spreads clear, consistent messages to
help the public sort materials correctly;

 Ensures that the curbside collection

frequencies meet the needs of different
communities;
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Recyclers

Oversees curbside collection,
transportation, and frontline services
through agreements with municipalities;

Supplies blue bins to municipalities;

Awards contracts to over 20 materials
recovery facilities and supports them in
raising their performance and quality
standards;

Implements a traceability system for
materials to promote their recycling or
recovery in neighbouring markets;

Markets materials to ensure their
recovery;

Introduces incentives and develops tools
to encourage good ecodesign and
recyclability best practices.



What has changed
in Québec

A decentralized municipal system
(until 2024)

Without EPR

+500 municipalities would each manage
their curbside collection operations

A centralized and empowering model
(since 2025)

With EPR

1 producer responsibility organization (PRO):
Eco Entreprises Québec

Variable sorting rules according to the
region

Standard list for Québec as a whole:
containers, packaging, and printed paper

Fragmented curbside collection
and sorting, managed locally

Consolidated services, optimized logistics,
economies of scale

Producers financed net costs without
having decision-making power

Still financing costs, producers play a role in the
management and performance of the system
through Eco Entreprises Québec

Few financial incentives for ecodesign of
packaging

Ecomodulation: Packaging choices directly influence
the contribution (bonus and malus), making producers
responsible for the ecodesign and recyclability of their
packaging placed on the market

Partial traceability of recovered materials

Progressive monitoring from curbside collection
to recovery with performance, quality and
accountability requirements

Messages varying from one municipality
to another, thus creating confusion among
Quebecers

Bin Impact platform + provincially aligned
messaging

In summary, producers finance a system that is more transparent, better controlled, and designed
to evolve with Québec’s environmental requirements.

Where is EPR
leading us?

More recovered and recycled materials in Québec
Better quality of recovered and sorted materials
Reduction of overpackaging at the source

Higher citizen confidence



EPR in Canada and
the United States:
Situational analysis -

AN INTERNATIONALLY
PROVEN PRACTICE

Introduced in Europe in the
1990s, extended producer
responsibility (EPR) has now
been adopted by many countries
and regions.

Implemented Being implemented
British Columbia Alberta North Carolina
Manitoba Nova Scotia Connecticut
New Brunswick Yukon Hawaii
Ontario lllinois
Québec Massachusetts
Saskatchewan California Nebraska
Colorado New Jersey
Maine New York
Oregon Maryland Rhode Island
Minnesota Tennessee
Washington
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