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Ecodesign at the heart
of Extended Producer
Responsibility

Eco Entreprises Québec (EEQ) has

Introduced the Ecodesign Bonus
to support producers in their efforts
to ecodesign packaging and paper
products (PPP).

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) allows
companies that put pacakging and paper products
(PPP) on the market in Quebec (producers) to play
a leading role in the curbside collection system.
Producers are therefore responsible for the PPP
they put on the market, from design to end of life.

The bonus is part of EEQ's eco-modulation

approach to shift toward a fee structure that better

reflects the behavior and impact of materials
throughout the value chain.

The bonus is a financial measure that recognizes

ecodesign efforts that are not otherwise recognized
by the fee structure, in accordance with EPR
principles, and to promote good practices among
producers by publicizing rewarded initiatives.

The objective of the bonus is therefore to accelerate
the adoption of ecodesign and encourage more
producers to follow suit.

This guide is a reference tool that presents
the terms of the bonus and description of
eligible ecodesign actions.

This guide does not replace or interpret the
producers' obligations under the Regulation
respecting a system of selective collection
of certain residual materials, CQLR, c. Q-2,
r 46.01 (“Regulation on curbside collection”),
the Producer membership contract, the
General conditions, and the Policies. In

the event of any inconsistency, the latter
shall prevail.

DID YOU KNOW?
Consult EEQ's Ecodesign Guidelines

for Packaging for the best tips on

how to get started.
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https://www.eeq.ca/assets/pdf/EEQ_LDE_guideAN_VF-1.pdf
https://www.eeq.ca/assets/pdf/EEQ_LDE_guideAN_VF-1.pdf

Terms of the bonus

The launch of the bonus as a pilot
project during the 2021-2025 Schedule
of Contributions period provided several
lessons learned and led to substantial
Improvements to the terms and
conditions. These changes are effective
as of the 2027 Producer Financial
Participant (PFP). They include:
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Updating the eligibility criteria of the bonus for
the integration of recycled content following
the withdrawal of the credit for post-consumer
recycled content (CCR)

The eligibility of printed paper
An increase in the bonus amounts available
Simplification of the application process

The possibility, for certain actions, to apply
each year

The issuance of credit notes in line with invoicing

The updating of several acceptance criteria

The bonus is based on six ecodesign actions
grouped in the three ecodesign strategies:
reduction, procurement, and recyclability. Each
action is associated with a potential percentage
(%) of bonus on the financial participation (PFP)
of the designated PPP.

A producer submitting a bonus application must
indicate the ecodesign action(s) that have been
carried out in the Bonus Application Form and

can thus accumulate bonuses up to a maximum
bonus of 50%.

The amount of the bonus is determined based on
the total quantity (in kilograms) of PPPs placed on
the market and reported during the reference year.
Therefore, sales reports or any other supporting
documentation confirming these quantities
must be submitted. A detailed working file of the
producer's report highlighting the PPPs covered by
the bonus application may also be requested.

Eligible producers whose applications are approved
by EEQ will receive this bonus in the form of a credit
note applicable to the balance of their PFP.

The Ecodesign Bonus is a measure that will
continue to be adapted to EEQ's business context
and could therefore evolve depending on the
performance of the curbside collection system,
producers' adherence to ecodesign practices,
or changes in the regulatory environment.

Available bonus amounts

The following amounts may be awarded if
the bonus application(s) are deemed eligible
by EEQ.
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A maximum amount of $50,000 may
be awarded for each bonus application.

A maximum amount of $100,000 may
be granted if a producer submits multiple
bonus requests.

A minimum bonus amount of $10,000 per
producer or capped at the total PFP amount
if less than $10,000.



https://www.eeq.ca/assets/Outils-et-ressources/Outils-et-ressources-pour-producteurs/EEQ-Bonus-application-form-EN.xlsx
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Eligible ecodesign actions

Reduction
Reduction in 0
weight and/or 20 A)
volume Bonus
Design 50/
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Bonus

Procurement
Integration of o)
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Recyclability
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Display
of sorting
instructions
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20%

Bonus

5%
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Maximum
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50%




Eligibility criteria
To be eligible for the bonus, a producer must:
9
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Be an obligated producer compliant with EEQ:
needs to have submitted its report and paid all
amounts due from previous obligation years
by the prescribed deadlines, unless otherwise
agreed in writing with EEQ;

Have submitted a detailed report, within the
given timeframe;

Have placed on the market one or more
ecodesigned containers or packaging during
reference calendar year;

Have submitted the Bonus Application Form
as well as supporting documents within the
given timeframe;

Agree that EEQ may communicate the
ecodesign initiatives rewarded by the bonus.

EEQ reserves the right to refuse to evaluate any
bonus request from a producer that does not meet
the requirements listed above.

Materials not eligible for a bonus

XX XX XXX

Cork and wood
Polyvinyl chloride (PVC)

Polylactic acid (PLA) and other
degradable plastics

Ceramic and porcelain
Reusable natural fiber bags
Reusable synthetic fiber bags
Business-to-business packaging

Application process

The bonus request process is as follows:

=N

N

w

Submit your bonus request

Send the Bonus Application Form, sales or purchase reports justifying the
units placed on the market, and supporting documents to the email address
bonusecoconception@eeg.ca. If several requests are submitted, the various
supporting documents must be clearly identified and grouped together.

Deadline: Between April 1 and June 30 of each year.

Review and evaluation of initiatives

Analysis of the producer's eligibility and supporting documents by EEQ.

Additional supporting documents may be requested if necessary.

Deadline: A producer must submit additional supporting documents within

a maximum period of 3 weeks.

Confirmation and issuing of the credits

Calculation and issuing the of credits granted following the development of the PFP
and confirmation of amounts to producers by email.

Deadline: Before the date of the first payment (January 31).

Promotion of the ecodesign initiatives rewarded by the bonus

Promotion of best practices in ecodesign for initiatives rewarded by the bonus.



https://www.eeq.ca/assets/Outils-et-ressources/Outils-et-ressources-pour-producteurs/EEQ-Bonus-application-form-EN.xlsx
https://www.eeq.ca/assets/Outils-et-ressources/Outils-et-ressources-pour-producteurs/EEQ-Bonus-application-form-EN.xlsx
mailto:bonusecoconception%40eeq.ca?subject=
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Reduction in weight
Eligibility criteria Example
and/or volume gibnty P
N | | | The bonus applies when the producer Reducing the mass of a cardboard container Important note
Sufficient and effective packaging "the right reduces the weight and/or volume of by decreasing the headspace (same amount  The reduced PPP must serve the same
packaging" is designed with the right amount the designated PPP by one of the following of packaged product). purpose and fulfill the same functions.
of materials to protect the product and avoid strategies:
overpackaging. -
PRrraging » Improving the packaging/product ratio Supporting documents
Eliminat Head to provide when submitting
20% bonus INATE BYEESS NEAEePREe the bonus application
You may apply for a bonus after the first full ) :iﬂ:ﬁt'c;n";n ﬁsgﬁi?:{;ﬂ;ﬂgm:g » Technical data sheet detailing the
year that the ecodesigned PPP is on the market. (e cgncenetrate d product) % weight and/or volume before and after
This initiative is not eligible for a bonus every 9 P optimization, or any other document
year. « Reduction in the weight of deemed acceptable by EEQ.

a printed material

To be eligible: 616G 54 G

-> The total weight and/or volume of
the designated PPP must have been
reduced by at least 3% compared
to the previous year.

-> This action must not result in
transferring the PPP’s weight to
secondary or tertiary packaging
or having a negative impact on
its recyclability.

ECO ENTREPRISES QUEBEC BONUS GUIDE REDUCTION 7



Design for reuse

Reusing a packaging extends its service life
and avoids the production of new packaging
and related impacts.

5% bonus

Eligibility to apply for a bonus each year the
ecodesigned PPP is put the market, provided
the initiative is maintained.

ECO ENTREPRISES QUEBEC BONUS GUIDE

REDUCTION

Eligibility criteria

The bonus applies when the producer
markets the designated packaging

to enable its reuse through one of

the following strategies:

« Packaging used as a refill at home
(large format)

» Concentrated product

To be eligible:

- "Refil" must appear on the
designated packaging.

Example

Refill container
(e.g., large format, concentrated product)

The bonus applies
g to the amounts

of refill or
concentrated
packaging on the
market.

RECHARGE

CONCENTRATED
' ' PRODUCT

O /

REDUCTION

Important note

 PPP reused under a private deposit-return
system are not eligible.

 PPP in large economy sizes that may be
used on their own are not eligible.

Supporting documents

to provide when submitting

the bonus application

» Proof that the packaging is marketed as
a refill (e.g., image of the packaging on
which the information appears).



Integration of
post-consumer
recycled content

PPP made from post-consumer recycled content
(PCR) provide recovered materials with a new
service life and avoid the impacts of extracting
raw materials.

20% bonus

Eligibility to apply for a bonus each year the
ecodesigned PPP is put the market, provided
the initiative is maintained.

ECO ENTREPRISES QUEBEC BONUS GUIDE

PROCUREMENT

Eligibility criteria

The bonus applies when the producer
has integrated post-consumer recycled
content (PCR) into the designated PPP.

To be eligible:

= The PCR must originate from North
America and exceed the following
minimum thresholds.

s
Printed papers >30% PCR
Newspaper and circulars No thresholds
Corrugated cardboard >70% PCR
Paperboard >50% PCR
Paper packaging >70% PCR - _ é
Kraft paper bags >30% PCR
Poly-coated paper or cardboard  No thresholds
Cartons (gable top/aseptic) No thresholds
PET bottle >50% PCR
PET container >30% PCR
Rigid HDPE No thresholds
Others plastics (rigid or flexible) No thresholds
Steel No thresholds
Aluminum No thresholds
Glass No thresholds

Example

Film made from 10% post-consumer
recycled plastic.

PROCUREMENT

Important note

» Materials that do not have minimum
thresholds can obtain a bonus equal to
the percentage of PCR incorporated, up
to a maximum bonus of 20%.

» Post-industrial recycled content (PIR) is

not eligible. To help you determine the type

of recycled content, please consult the
resource Where does recycled content
come from?.

Supporting documents
to provide when submitting
the bonus application

» Any document confirming that the
material is PCR-sourced, originates from
North America, and meets the minimum
requirements (e.g., a con irmation letter
from the recycler, a recognized
certi ication). A template is available
upon request.


https://www.eeq.ca/assets/Outils-et-ressources/Outils-et-ressources-pour-producteurs/EEQ-Template-Declaration-post-consumer-recycled-content-EN.pdf
https://www.eeq.ca/assets/pdf/EEQ_Schema_Recycled_Content_2025_EN.pdf

Integration of local
content

Québec’s manufacturing industry offers
many benefits: it supports local economies,
fosters transport over short distances, better
materials traceability across the value chain
and compliance with the laws, regulations
and standards of Québec and Canada.

5% bonus

Eligibility to apply for a bonus each year the
ecodesigned PPP is put the market, provided
the initiative is maintained.

ECO ENTREPRISES QUEBEC BONUS GUIDE

PROCUREMENT

Eligibility criteria

The bonus applies when the designated
PPP put on the market by the producer
integrates local content by priotizing Quebec
manufacturers.

To be eligible:

- The percentage of local content must
represent at least 75% by mass of the
targeted PPP.

- The manufacturing process (shaping,
labeling, printing, etc.) must take place
in Québec.

Example

Packaging manufacturer located in Québec.

PROCUREMENT

Supporting documents
to provide when submitting
the bonus application

* Proof from the manufacturer that
the manufacturing process takes
place in Québec (e.g., confirmation
letter from the manufacturer).

10
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Improved

1F Eligibility criteria Example
recyclability DI P |
This bonus applies when the recyclability PVC clamshell packaging replaced mportant note
The recyclability of a packaging of paper product potential of the designated PPP has been by a cardboard packaging.  The Packaging Recyclability Guidelines
depends on several factors, including its ability to improved by one of the following strategies: are available to help you identify
be collected, properly sor’Fed, and baled at sorting > Elimination of a component to shift i — i ways to improv_e the recyclability
centers, as well as the existence of outlets for . : " — of your packaging.
: : towards mono-material I I
recycling. The presence of problematic components 0 i @
(e.g., additives, inks, glues, types of labels, etc.) can — Elimination or substitution of I % I ) Supporting documents
also hinder recyclability. a problematic material 0 0 to provide when Subm|tt|ng
-> Any other recognized and verifiable 0 / I the bonus applicatign
o design c?pt|m|zat|qn strategy bqged ) » Image of the designated PPP before/after
20% bonus on EEQ's Packaging Recyclability S
_ Guideli the APR Desian Guid [TTTTTTT] optimization.
You may apply for a bonus after the first full uigelines, the / esign Luide, .
year that the ecodesigned PPP is on the the Golden Design Rules and/or 7 Ueeliliee] Gei SnsEt DRz
market. This initiative is not eligible for a bonus verifiable by testing. Change of size and material of a label optimization.
every year. on a bottle. » Validation test reports (if applicable).

To be eligible:

-> This action must not negatively
impact the essential functions of
the designated PPP and must result in
improved recyclability (collection, sorting,
conditioning and recycling).

9
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https://www.eeq.ca/assets/pdf/EEQ_LDR_GuideAN_VF_2025.pdf
https://www.eeq.ca/assets/pdf/EEQ_LDR_GuideAN_VF_2025.pdf
https://www.eeq.ca/assets/pdf/EEQ_LDR_GuideAN_VF_2025.pdf
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Display of sorting
Instructions

For a packaging or paper product to have a chance
of being recycled, it must first be collected. Clear
and visible sorting instructions on the packaging

or the paper product encourage consumers to

sort correctly.

5% bonus

Eligibility to apply for a bonus each year the
ecodesigned PPP is put the market, provided
the initiative is maintained.

ECO ENTREPRISES QUEBEC BONUS GUIDE

Eligibility criteria

The bonus applies when the producer
includes sorting instructions on the
designated PPP.

To be eligible:

-> Sorting instructions must indicate how
to sort different materials, if they need
to be separated before being placed in
the bin.

-=> The sorting instructions must reflect
the reality of Québec'’s curbside
recycling system.

Example

Use of pictograms and explanatory
text to indicate how to sort the
different materials.

&l [o
\O‘\ O %O
O(g O

|

EMPTY AND SEPARATE MATERIALS

-O- B8

FOR BETTER COLLECTION

RECYCLABILITY

Important note

Sorting instructions for recovery other than
curbside recycling are not eligible (e.g.,
composting).

Resin identification codes are
not eligible.

If the Mobius loop is used in the sorting
instruction, it must be accompanied by an
explicative note.

Supporting documents
to provide when submitting
the bonus application

» Image or preview of the designated

PPP on which the sorting
instruction appears.

12



Fictional cases
Container in rigid HDPE

\

— _J

Ecodesign
actions

Reduced bottle
weight

Integration of
15% PCR

Display of sorting
instructions

Reduction Procurement

Reduction in
weight
and/or volume

Integration of
post-consumer
recycled content

20%

Bonus

15%

Bonus

Recyclability

« A producer may be eligible

for a 20% bonus each year
if actions to integrate post-
consumer recycled content
and sorting instructions are
maintained.

Display 0
of sorting 5 /O
instructions Bonus
Please note Supporting documents to be provided

Image of the container

Sales or purchase report justifying the units placed
on the market

Technical data sheet showing the mass before/after
optimization

Document certifying that the recycled content is
post-consumer and comes from North America

Image of the sorting instructions




Fictional cases
Cardboard packaging

Ecodesign
actions

- Reduction of
headspace

-> Integration of
70% PCR

- Cardboard box is
manufactured and
printed in Quebec

-=> Sorting instructions
on the packaging

Reduction

Reducti
in weight 20%

and/or volume

Bonus

Procurement

Integration 0
of post-consumer 20 /0

recycled content Bonus

Integration 5 %
of local content Bonus

Recyclability

Improved 20 %

recyclability Bonus

Bonus

B4 50%

Please note

* A producer may be
eligible for a 25% bonus
each year if actions to
integrate post-consumer
recycled content
and local content
are maintained.

Supporting documents to be provided

Image of the container

« Sales or purchase report justifying the units placed

on the market
Technical data sheet showing the mass before/after optimization

Document certifying that the recycled content is post-consumer
and comes from North America

Proof from the manufacturer that the manufacturing process
takes place in Québec

Recyclability test report




Fictional cases

Printed brochure

Reduction 1 Procurement 1

. X
Reduction 0
in weight 20 /0
and/or volume Bonus

Ecodesign
actions

- Reduction in weight
through the use
of lighter paper

=> Sorting instruction
on the brochure

« A producer may be eligible
for a 5% bonus each year
if the sorting instructions
continue to be displayed on
the brochure.

Recyclability
Display
of sorting 5%
instructions Bonus
Please note Supporting documents to be provided

Image of the brochure

Sales or purchase report justifying the units placed
on the market

Technical data sheet showing the weight before/after
optimization

Image of the sorting instructions




Glossary

3RV-E

Hierarchy of actions for sound management
of residual materials: reduction at source,
reuse, recycling, valorization and disposal,
in this order.

APR

The Association of Plastic Recyclers.

Bonus

Credit on the financial participation for
designated materials to recognize good
ecodesign practices and enhance collection,
sorting, conditioning and recycling.

Deposit-return

Recovery method by which a sum of money
collected upon the purchase of a product

is refunded, in full or in part, to promote
post-consumption recovery.

Eco-modulation

Approach to modulate the contribution fee
formula of an eco-organization through
the addition of environmental criteria.

GHG

Greenhouse gases.

Headspace

The space inside a container or packaging
that is not occupied by the product itself.
The space may be empty or filled with
cushioning material.

HDPE
High density polyethylene.

ISO

International organization for standardization.

LDPE
Low-density polyethylene.

Malus

Penalty on the financial participation for
designated materials that do not have recycling
streams or that are deemed disruptive to
collection, sorting, conditioning, and recycling.

Packaging/product ratio

The ratio of the total weight of all components
of a container or packaging in relation to

the weight of the packaged product. The
reduction of the packaging/product ratio is an
indicator that the package has been optimized.
However, the reduction in packaging mass
should not compromise the protection of

the packaged product.

PCR

Post-consumer recycled content.

PE
Polythylene.

PET
Polyethylene terephthalate.

PIR

Post-industrial recycled content.

PLA

Polylactic acid.

Post-consumer recycled content

Material generated by households or by
commercial, industrial or institutional facilities in
their role as end-users of the product that can no
longer be used for the purpose for which it was
designed. This includes material returns from the
distribution chain (inspired from ISO 14021).

Post-industrial recycled content

Material diverted from the waste stream during
a manufacturing process. Excluded is the
reutilization of materials such as rework, regrind
or scrap generated during a given process that
can be recovered within the same process that
generated them (inspired from ISO 14021).

PPP

Packaging and paper products

PP
Polypropylene.

Primary packaging

Primary packaging refers to the packaging
item that contains the product being

sold to the consumer, the one that they
will be taking with them. This one is in
direct contact with the product. Primary
packaging may include several layers.

Problematic materials
in curbside recycling

Material that is difficult to recycle, that
is not widely recycled locally or that
may be disruptive to collection, sorting,
conditioning, and recycling.

PVC
Polyvinyl chloride.

PVDC

Vinylidene chloride.

Secondary packaging

Secondary packaging is a second level
of packaging. It is used to hold together

primary packaging items in order to facilitate

handling in the store. It is the box that
store employees open before placing the
products on the shelves.

Mono-material

Container or packaging made
of only one material.

Tertiary packaging

Tertiary packaging refers to the packaging
material used for shipping and handling.

It is important to take this into consideration,
as it protects products during shipping and
prevents losses and breakage that generate
a heavier environmental impact.

Traceability

Capacity to track a material at every stage

in the supply chain, from the source of raw
materials to the manufacturing and distribution
processes and end-of-life management.
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Questions?
Get in touch with us!

Consult the frequently asked questions,
you will find your answers.

Your question is not there?

The Ecodesign and Ecomodulation team is here to support you
and can assist you in your bonus request.

eeq.ca

© 2026 Eco Entreprises Québec. \V2026.00


https://www.eeq.ca/en/frequently-asked-questions/frequently-asked-questions-for-ecodesign-and-recyclability
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