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Data sheet . -

PET (Polyethylene terephthalate)
tray for chicken

Packaging information

Packaging description: Material composition: Technical functions of the packaging: Certification and communication:
» Colour: opaque yellow * Tray: virgin PET (polyethylene » Waterproofing to prevent liquid « Sorting instructions on the back of
terephthalate) with PE (polyethylene) and gas leaks packaging to separate the sealer from

- Welght: 50.2 lamination to improve the sealing + Resistance to breakage and punctures the packaging before placing itin the
» Capacity: 450 g process ) g P . recycling bin
. Made in China . Sealer: PE » Gas barrier and modified atmospheric

) composition:
» Recyclable according to the manufacturer e Label: PE > Maintains organoleptic qualities

-> Protects against microbial growth
-> Shelf life for 18 days

Product information

Product requirements:

» Protection against microbial growth

» Maintenance of integrity and protection against cross-contamination
» Preservation of organoleptic qualities

* Note: The retailer requires a shelf life of up to 3 weeks
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Recyclability simplified table for rigid PET

(This table is a simplified version from the Packaging Recyclability Guidelines)

ASSOCIATED
COMPONENTS

PACKAGING BODY

LABEL

Rigid PET plastic

(Polyethylene terephthalate)

Based on the APR Design® Guide

The market for transparent
recycled PET (without pigment)
is the most developed. Here are
some tips on how to increase the
value of the PET recovered.

Categories

Preferable

(does not pose an
issue for sorting,
conditioning or

Packaging body

Monomaterial

No pigment (clear transparent)
or with low translucency pigment
(blue or green)

Label

PET, CPET with flaking ink

If PET is not possible, use
separable labels made of PP
or PE, which have a water-soluble

Related components

* PET without pigment (clear

transparent) or low translucent
pigment (blue or green)

If PET is not possible, preference

recycling) . h
« Minimum two sides wider than adhesive should tt)edglven to seaarablg '
2" (5 cm) » Labels with minimal coverage area gslfg‘;'gé components made o
+ 3D format (three-dimensional)
» Additives that do not change
PET density
» Minimal direct printing
Disruptive » Translucent (other than pale blue * Polymers other than PP or PE Polymers other than PP or PE

(complicates
recyclability)

or pale green), detectable dark,
opaque, and white pigments

Optical brighteners
Direct printing

Paper/cardboard

Metal in small quantities
and not captured in sorting

Paper/cardboard

Metal in small quantities
and not captured in sorting

RFID

Renders
the packaging
non-recyclable

PET/PE lamination (e.g.,
thermoformed tray made of PET)

PET with a density of < 1g/cm?
such as XPET

Carbon black or other
non-detectable pigments

Degradable and oxo-degradable
additives or additives that change
PET density

PETG
PVC* and PVDC

PLA* and other degradable
and oxo-degradable plastics

Metal in large quantities
and captured during sorting

PVC* and PVDC

PLA* and other degradable
and oxo-degradable plastics

Metal in large quantities
and captured during sorting

* PVC, PVDC, PLA and other degradable plastics are subject to a penalty ($) at EEQ

EEQ -~ WORKSHOP | MOVING FROM THEORY TO ACTION: ADOPTING ECODESIGN AND RECYCLABILITY FOR PACKAGING @ JULY, 2025 — VERSION 1




Eco
Entreprises
Québec

Evaluation sheet
PET tray for chicken

Ecodesign Recyclability

Ecodesign Recyclability
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Evaluation sheet =54
PET tray for chicken

Avenues for Improvement

Ecodesign / Recyclability
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Evaluation sheet (completed)
PET tray for chicken

Ecodesign

Recyclability

¢ Sorting instructions on the back of the package

* Meets Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
standards

* PET tray — materials accepted in the bin with developed markets
* PE label will not harm the recycling of the PET tray

Problems

Ecodesign

Recyclability

¢ Sourcing in China
» Virgin PET
» Single-use packaging

* The retailer requires a shelf life of up to 3 weeks (21 days) while modified atmosphere
packaging (MAP) allows a shelf life of 18 days. The packaging therefore does not meet
the retailer’s marketing criteria

Several factors complicate the recyclability of this packaging:
» Opaque yellow pigment is disruptive; it affects the quality of recycled PET,
the market for which is more developed for transparent PET (without pigment)

¢ PET/PE lamination makes the packaging non-recyclable, because when laminated
with PE, the density of the PET changes, and it is not separated properly

¢ PET/PE lamination can also pose challenges during the extrusion
and granulation stages, altering the quality of the recycled resin
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Evaluation sheet (completed)
PET tray for chicken

Avenues for Improvement

Ecodesign / Recyclability

* Try to find a local PET manufacturer

* Integrate recycled content into the PET tray

» Evaluate the possibility of using reusable packaging

» Assess whether there is packaging that can meet the retailer’s 3-week shelf requirement without complicating the packaging and affecting its recyclability

» Select monomaterials to increase the recycling yield and the quality of the recovered material

» Opt for a tray of transparent PET or with low translucency pigment (blue or green)

« ltis preferable to opt for associated components made of PET or separable components made of PP or PE designed to be completely removed from the packaging after use
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