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Packaging information

Package description:

•	 Colour: white with a metallic inner layer
•	 Weight: 17.7 g
•	 Capacity: 500 g
•	 Self-standing
•	 Resealable
•	 Made in Quebec

Material composition: 

•	 Pouch: polyethylene (PE) with 
metallized polyethylene terephthalate 
(PET) inner layer

•	 Printing on a large area of the packaging

Technical functions of packaging:

•	 High gas barrier
•	 Light protection
•	 Tear and puncture resistance
•	 Moisture protection 

Certification and communication: 

•	 Resin Code #7 (Other plastics)
•	 Complies with Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
standards that certify food safety  
and quality

Product information

Product requirements:  

•	 Moisture protection 
•	 Light protection
•	 Oxygen protection 

Data sheet
Self-standing flexible PE (Polyethylene)  
pouch for nuts



Recyclability simplified table for flexible PE
(This table is a simplified version from the Packaging Recyclability Guidelines)

Flexible PE plastic  
(Polyethylene)

Based on the APR Design® Guide 

Here are some tips on how  
to increase the value of  
the recovered PE.

Categories Packaging body Label Related components

Preferable 
(does not pose an 
issue for sorting, 
conditioning or 
recycling)

•	 PE monomaterial is 90% ≥ of the 
total weight of the packaging

•	 No pigment, low translucency or 
white pigment

•	 No barriers or coatings but, when 
necessary, use aluminum oxide 
(AlOx) or silicone oxide (SiOx)1 

•	 Additives that do not change  
the PE density 

•	 Minimal direct printing

1 �Preferred barriers and coatings for flexible PE 
do not include EVOH as tolerance limits have 
not yet been determined

•	 PE •	 PE

Disruptive 
(complicates 
recyclability)

•	 PE content > 80% and ˂ 90% of 
the total weight of the packaging

•	 Detectable dark pigment
•	 Major direct printing

•	 Paper/cardboard •	 N/A

Renders  
the packaging  
non-recyclable

•	 Multilayer PE with PLA*, PVC* 
(PVDC), PET, paper/cardboard 
and aluminium

•	 Carbon black or other 
undetectable pigment

•	 Degradable and oxo-degradable 
additives or additives that change 
the density of flexible PE

•	 PVC* and PVDC
•	 PLA* and other degradable  

and oxo-degradable plastics
•	 Metal

•	 Metal

* Note that PVC, PVDC, PLA and other degradable plastics are subject to a penalty ($) at ÉEQ

PACKAGING BODY

LABEL
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Evaluation sheet
Self-standing flexible PE pouch for nuts

Successes

Ecodesign Recyclability

Problems

Ecodesign Recyclability
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Avenues for Improvement

Ecodesign / Recyclability

Evaluation sheet
Self-standing flexible PE pouch for nuts
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Successes

Ecodesign Recyclability

•	 Local sourcing – Quebec
•	 Packaging functions meet the product requirements
•	 Scenario of use reflected by the resealable aspect of the packaging

•	 PE pouch with white pigment

Problems

Ecodesign Recyclability

•	 The resin code (#7) is not a sorting instruction and is not an indicator of recyclability.  
It may confuse the consumer as to how to sort the packaging at the end of its life

•	 Metallized PET inner layer since the multilayer of PET and/or aluminum makes  
the PE resin non-recyclable 

•	 Direct printing on a fairly large area of the packaging can affect the pigment  
of the recycled PE and reduce its quality

Evaluation sheet (completed)
Self-standing flexible PE pouch for nuts
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Avenues for Improvement

Ecodesign / Recyclability

•	 Add sorting instructions
•	 Select monomaterials when possible
•	 If barriers and coatings are necessary, use aluminum oxide (AlOx) or silicone oxide (SiOx)
•	 It is preferable to opt for minimal direct printing

Evaluation sheet (completed)
Self-standing flexible PE pouch for nuts
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