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Reporting of materials intended to institutions, commerce & industries (IC&I) 
 
1.  For the time being, does the reporting of materials intended for IC&I concern only cardboard?  
 
Yes. For this first step, the mandatory 2026 reporting focuses exclusively on cardboard (corrugated cardboard 
and paperboard).  
  
Corrugated cardboard and paperboard used as secondary packaging 
o  Intended for street-front businesses and restaurants  
o  Put on the market between July 1 and December 31, 2025 (Q3 and Q4)  
o  Reporting period (same as for residential materials): April 1 to May 31  
o  No financial contribution will be required for this first milestone  

 
 

To learn more, a preparatory webinar will be held on February 19. 
During this session, we will present the guide and answer your questions. You should have already received an 
invitation—please feel free to register.  
 
 
 
 
 
Reporting  

 
2. Could I have more information regarding the reporting of aerosols? 
Aerosol containers must be reported. 
As with any container covered under the EPR system, all components associated with the aerosol container 
(cap, lid, etc.) must also be reported by the producer. 
For citizens, aerosols are required to be taken to ecocentres, as they pose an explosion risk at sorting centres 
when they are not fully emptied of their contents. 
 
 
3. Why must quantities be reported before the applicable rates are known? 

Under the EPR framework: 

• Producers first report the quantities put on the market. 

• ÉEQ then uses all reported quantities to allocate system costs, also applying the other components of 
the fee formula to determine rates by material. 

This approach is consistent with practices in other jurisdictions (Ontario, Alberta, etc.). Rates are therefore 
calculated after reporting, not before. 

 

4. What is the deadline to submit the 2026 reporting for materials put on the market from January to 
December 2025? 
The reporting period is now fixed and harmonized with the rest of Canada. 

The reporting period runs from April 1 to May 31, and includes materials intended for street-front businesses 
and restaurants. 

 
5. Which materials must be reported in 2026 under the EPR program? 
All materials that are already reportable remain reportable. 
 
In addition, materials intended for street-front businesses and restaurants will now be included. 
  
More specifically, producers will be required to report two materials put on the market in a business-to-
business (B2B) context: 

• Corrugated cardboard and paperboard used as secondary packaging 
o Intended for street-front businesses and restaurants 
o Put on the market between July 1 and December 31, 2025 (Q3 and Q4) 
o Reporting period (same as for residential materials): April 1 to May 31 
o No financial contribution will be required for this first milestone 
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Billing 
 
6. Why wasn’t the 2025 Schedule of Contributions invoiced earlier? 
We were in discussions with the government to obtain mitigation measures that would determine the invoicing 
modalities for the 2025 Schedule of Contributions. These discussions required an extended period, spanning 
nearly a year. 
 
 
 
Level the playing field  

 
7. Some of my competitors do not seem to be paying contributions. Can you explain the situation? 
 
Éco Entreprises Québec has been communicating with obligated companies since its creation and has 
implemented an optimized plan for approaching producers, approved by its Board of Directors. The main 
elements are as follows: 
 
 Overall strategy (based on the fact that approximately 90% of system costs are borne by about 9% of 

the largest contributing producers): 
o Optimize return on effort (ROI) by focusing ÉEQ’s resources on companies that are unlikely to 

qualify for a payment exemption, rather than on smaller businesses. 
 

 Concrete actions already in place include: 
o The addition of dedicated internal resources; 
o The use of multiple public and private databases, along with artificial intelligence tools; 
o The use of new regulatory levers, including the inclusion of e-commerce platforms outside 

Quebec. 
 
This approach is being actively and continuously deployed, with concrete actions aimed at recruiting new 
members to optimize equity among producers, while seeking improved ROI. 
 
As a reminder: 

• Éco Entreprises Québec already has more than 2,700 members, making it the EPR program with the 
largest membership base in Canada; 

• The top 9% of contributing producers alone account for approximately 90% of the system costs, 
due to their very large volumes; 

• Exemption criteria exist (notably based on revenue and quantities put on the market) and have been 
approved by the Board of Directors. 
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